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I n God’s Church, everyone has a role to play. The Church is “a
 Body, a living organism,” and thus it will grow , and nobody can
 stop the growth. How ever, church growth inv olves corporate ef-

fort for harmonious dev elopment. Every ministry is important in God’ s
church.

Amy Ng, SDA Community Church, shares her perspective on Small Group Ministry after a
seminar by Dr. Vijayan Chinnappan of South India Union Mission.

B ecause our Church  edu-
cational program gives
primary emphasis to the

development of the spiritual foun-
dations in the lives of its students,
our teachers have a unique role.

Besides helping the students
to acquire  secular knowledge, our
teachers use the Bible and the writ-
ings of Ellen G. White in such a
way as to help students appreci-
ate and love God. They draw from
such sources applications and
counsel related to each lesson in a
setting of love, compassion,
beauty, and simplicity .

To achieve such spiritual ide-
als it is vital that our teachers be
trained through continuing edu-
cation classes.

Classes such as Adventist
Church History, Principles/Philoso-
phy of Adventist Education,
Adventist Doctrines, Spirit of Proph-
ecy, and Integration of Faith and
Learning were conducted for our
teachers last November by Pastor
Herbert Sormin from Canada.
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Relaxed and eager to learn

The purpose of the church as described in Matthew 28: 19 and 20
states, “Go, therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and
lo, I am with you always , even to the end of the age.“

To GO is mandatory. Discipling  is to train another person to be
able take on the same and equal responsibility as the one leading. Teach-
ing  is for sharing resources that others might be greatly empowered to
be effective in God’s church.

In His method Jesus sent disciples out for ministry two by two
that they may have mutual encouragment. Jesus had a point of con-
tact with each person that He met. We are reminded that as we make
contact with people, we must understand and meet their felt and real
needs with relevancy.

Vijayan Chinnappan A passion for small groups

John Cheang will be be heading the work of the Adventist Com-
munity Services come September 2004 on a part-time basis
until F ebruary 2005 when he assumes full responsibilit y.
John comes with rich experiences having worked with commu-
nity centre management committee and citizen consultative
committee for the past ten years.

Health and Community Service Director



This June, Dr. Shee Soon
Chiew from Mission College, Thai-
land, taught Psychological Environ-
ment for Learning.

R esponding to the Gen-
 eral Conference (GC)
 “Focus on evangelism

2004” our Chinese churches in-
vited Eugene Hsu, Vice President
of GC, to conduct of evangelistic
meetings from April 20 to 24,
2004.

An average of 20 non-mem-
bers attended nightly. While Philip
Ko, chaplain of the San Yu
Adventist School, follows up on
the students who attended, Mat-
thew Yuen and the members
maintain contact with the others
by inviting them to church-orga-
nized activities like cooking
classes, social nights and Bible
study classes.

This can be done in a small
group of eight to 15 people who
meet together regularly for wor-
ship, Bible study, outreach, dis-
cipleship, prayer and socials.

The small group has great
potential in the area of church
growth. It can effectively reach
out to many people in the com-
munity .

As the small group prayer-
fully begins and continues, people
whom the host knows, or as the
host has personal influence in the
area where the small group is lo-
cated, or friends and relatives
known to those in the small group,
can be invited. A suggestion would
be to pray each week “to go in the
power of God to bring one more
person to the group.“

The small group progam
should be prayerfully conducted
to maintain interest and curiosity ,
and God will not disappoint us.

Let us take the opportunity
to grow in outreach small groups,
maximise the potential and make
small groups an avenue to share
the love of Christ with our com-
munity .
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B orn in Negri Sembilan,
Malaysia, in 1935, Tang
Lup Tung was the fourth

in a family of 8 children.
He and many of his family

members came into the Church as
a result of attending an evangelis-
tic effort.

In 1950 he studied in the then
Malay an Seminary. Eight years
later he married Esther Chen Shih
Khuan. They have three daugh-
ters: Juliana, Helena and Roxana.

Between the years 1955 to
1989 he served faithfully in the
Malayan Signs Press, later called
Southeast Asia Publishing House.

He was always cheerful and
helpful. Even during retirement he
continued to touch many lives vol-
unteering his time to help the eld-
erly, the sick and the disabled un-
til he succumbed to a respiratory
illness on April 9, 2004.

Raxana Lee
SDA Community Church
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Tang Lup Tung
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Matthew Yuen, Pastor

Singapore Chinese SDA Church

Musical rendition by Sunshine

Pauline Teh presenting a group project
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Nightly average attendance of 180 Jurong Chinese Church musicians
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